the editors of this volume, for which the research for this chapter was produced, deserve special gratitude as they help broaden the horizons of the study of religion.
If interdisciplinary work is to move out of its marginalized position, however, we need to rethink what sense it makes to maintain conventional distinctions and disciplinary boundaries. Is it true, for instance, that religious phenomena are related more closely to other religious phenomena because they belong to the same discipline, just as economic phenomena appear to be related more closely to other economic phenomena, and political phenomena appear to be related more closely to other political phenomena? Often, the opposite is the case: certain economic notions of the 'invisible hand of the market' , for instance, are closer related to certain religious understandings of divine omnipotence than to other economic understandings of how markets function. Let me suggest, therefore, that we set these disciplinary categories aside for the moment and examine a few particular approaches to religion, economics, and politics in order to investigate what they have in common and what sets them apart. The ultimate goal of this examination is not to dissolve disciplinary boundaries prematurely, but to take a closer look at how they function and to investigate alternative uses of disciplinary boundaries that ultimately invite and require interdisciplinary work rather than stifle it.
My hypothesis is that certain manifestations of religion have more in common with certain manifestations of economics and politics than with other manifestations of religion. If this is true, scholars in religious studies will have to deal in more serious fashion with the diversity of approaches to religion, which prohibits universal categories of religion. Furthermore, if this hypothesis is true, we will need to be more intentional in searching for kindred spirits across disciplinary boundaries rather than within our own fields. It is my hope that in the end this search will lead us to a broader and hopefully more constructive understanding of the discipline of religion itself.
Broadening the Horizons of the Study of Religion
The basic observation that underlies my argument is that religion, economics, and politics-to name three prominent disciplines that mark our age-bleed into each other in more ways than is commonly recognized. In the United States, for instance, people subscribe to the principle of the separation of church and state, a principle that is anchored in the U.S. Constitution. The historical reasons for the development of this principle are clear: certain ways of relating church and state, as well as religion and politics, in the past have
